
Chief Standing Bear Project Adds Two Leaders as Organization Enters Next Phase of 
Growth

LINCOLN, Neb. — The Chief Standing Bear Project announced the addition of Jim Blue and 
Nathan Meier to its Board of Directors, marking an important milestone as the organization 
transitions from its successful founding years to a new phase of strategic growth and expanded 
impact.

Blue also has been elected to serve as Treasurer of the organization.

The appointments reflect the Board's commitment to building on the strong foundation 
established since the nonprofit's creation. During its first several years, the Chief Standing Bear 
Project successfully launched the nationally recognized Standing Bear Prize for Courage and 
fostered partnerships dedicated to preserving and advancing the legacy of Ponca Chief 
Standing Bear.

Blue and Meier have been part of that journey for many years. Both were early supporters of 
honoring Chief Standing Bear through the Nebraska Indian Commission's annual Chief 
Standing Bear Breakfast and later became strong advocates for the Chief Standing Bear Project 
and its Standing Bear Prize for Courage dinners. Both have been inspired by Chief Standing 
Bear's historic civil rights legacy and are committed to ensuring his story continues to be shared 
by honoring contemporary Native American leaders whose lives reflect the same courage, 
perseverance, and commitment to justice.

"During our first several years, with our founding Board members Larry Dwyer and Gregg 
Wright, we focused on establishing the organization and building a solid foundation," said Katie 
Brossy, President of the Chief Standing Bear Project Board of Directors. "Today, we have 
created a respected national award, built meaningful partnerships across Nebraska, and 
positioned the Project for continued growth. Bringing Jim Blue and Nathan Meier onto the Board 
reflects our commitment to building from that foundation and thoughtfully shaping the 
organization's future."

The Chief Standing Bear Project was established to preserve and promote the enduring legacy 
of Chief Standing Bear, whose landmark 1879 federal court victory established for the first time 
that Native Americans are "persons within the meaning of the law." Through education, public 
dialogue, partnerships, and the Standing Bear Prize for Courage, the organization seeks to 
inspire leadership rooted in justice, courage, equality, and respect for the dignity of every 
individual.

Since its founding, the Project has presented the Standing Bear Prize for Courage to 
distinguished Native American leaders whose lives exemplify those same values. Recipients 
include Academy Award-winning actor Wes Studi, Nebraska State Senator Tom Brewer, U.S. 
District Judge Diane J. Humetewa, and former U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland. 
Together, these honorees represent the enduring spirit of courage, leadership, and service that 
Chief Standing Bear embodied.

The Board also announced that the Chief Standing Bear Prize for Courage will not be presented 
in 2026 because of remodeling at the Lied Center which has hosted the annual awards dinner 
since its inception. The Board expects to announce the recipient of the 2027 Chief Standing 



Bear Prize for Courage early next year, along with details for the return of the annual awards 
dinner. The Standing Bear Prize for Courage will return on October 11, 2027, at the Lied Center.
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