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XXXVI REPORT OF. THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN A¥FAIRS,
having the remainderof the tribio brotight to the Teriitory, that they may

be together, - An arrangement could. probably.be made to start these . -

‘Western Modoes next spiing, and with the expenditive of about-five
thonsand do“aﬁ'a they could be bronght to the Indian Territory and
located with the remainder of the tribe to muiual advantago, -

THE PONCAS.

At tlio thiné of the presentation of thio last annual repont of this: oﬁice,
the Poinoa Tndians wers on the northorn ‘portion of thia’ Quapmv Redorv-
tion, within flire6 infles of Baxtor Spungs. They ere not satisfied with
thio locstion, which, in séveral Yespects, was ‘an unsuitable one for In-

dians beginnting civilization, Many persois: in the adjncont town'did

not séfiiple to gell them whisky, and altheugh the Indians would ‘teturn
recling into the canips it was inipossible to asdortain who furnished’ tho
liquor,

The chiefs at once oxpressed tho desire to find a more congcnhl loca-
tion, in anothor part of the Territory, andy ncco.np‘lmc(l by an Indian in-
spector, made a careful examination of t\\o locations and sbleoted o tract

~ on the west bank of the Arkanisag River, which covers both banks of the

Snlt Fork ‘at its junction with the Arkansas. The land is-idinfvable in
quality, well wooted and watercd, and’ the location of the agency is tho
finest site for the purpose that could be chosen,oit high table land,
surronnded on three sides Ly water, and flinged by fine forest tlees.
A warchonse has been completed ‘and ggency buildings and & school-

" howsoe are in conrse of erection, and before winter sets in everything witl

be fairly advanced toward settlemont. A steam gaw-mill i3 in running
order, which will finnish the Indians with Tumber for their own building
purposes.

The Poncas are becoming more reconciled to their new home, and now
ask that they be commpensated for the 96,000 acres they relinquished in
Dakota, and that the title to their new homes be confirmed to them by
the United States. A bill to effect this will bo prepared for pchntntlon
to Congress at its next session, which shonld receive immediate uotlnn.

It should be remembered that their old reselvation in anota Was»

*confirmed to the Poncas by solemn treaty and at the time of making tlio
treaty they recelved promises of certain annuities in consideration of the
cession to the United States of a large tract of land. That treaty, which

s still in force, also recognized cerfain depredation claims which are still
unadjusted. By a blander in making the Sioux treaty of 1868, the
96,000 acres belonging Yo the Poneas were ceded to the Sioux. Tho
negotintors had no right whatéver to make the céssion, and the bad feel-
ing between the SBioux and the Poneas, ‘which had existed for a long
time, compelled the removal of the lattor to the Indian Territory.

i this removal, I am sorry £6 be compelled to say, the Ponnas weré
wronged, and m,stit'u'tion should be mads asfar ds:it is in the power of
the govéernment to do so. TFor the violation of their treaty no adequato
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rotitrn lias 50t ‘béen made, ’l‘hey gave up Iands, housea, and agricul.
tural implements, Thid houses and impleinents will be retuined to them;
their lands should be immediately. paid for, und- the title to their present
location shotild bis made scoure, But.the removal inflioted n far greater
injury upon the Poncas, for which no reparation can be’ made—the loss
by death of many of their-number, caused by change of climate.

' UMATILLA RESERVATION.

In adtlition to m) ‘Yemarks on the geueml su.b_]etBt of the consoli(ln(iou
of Indini agencles, I wish to inyite speelal attention to the Umatilla
Reservation in Nogtlicastern Oregon, This reserve, inclosed by the Uma-
tilla Rivor and the Blue Mountains, contains 268,800 fcres; and includea
s0mo of thio finest gm/ing and agricaltural Jand in the Stalo., Artiele
10 of ‘the treaty of 1839 with the Walla \Valla, Cayuse, and “‘Umatilla
Indiqiis pxovides that roads, lughways, and railroads shall have tight of
way through their reservation whenever, in the oplnion of tlie Presi(lent,
publio intercst requives the same. Tho mpxd sett\ing up of that portion
of thy Sfato has surrounded tho regervation with 8 white farming popu-
lntlon, who have alrcadv run across it a telegmph line and sovoral roads,
The routo ‘of the Blue Mountain’ and Coliimbia River Railroad line trav-
orscs tho southmn pmhou, and thojunotfon of this road with a proposed
braiich line is’ to fall withiu réservation boundnncs.

This valuable tl‘[lbt is occupied by only’ ,000 ‘Tadians, who cultivate
between two nnd three thousand acres, and make use of so much of tho
remainder of their lands as is required to farnish a range for their 22,000
head of stock. ]

Tor several years past the citizens of Oregon have made persistent
offort to have these lands opencd to settlement, and several bills to
that efiect have been introduced in Congress, ‘This desire, whicli gains
strength yearly; Js well kiiown to the Indians, and begets a feeliug of
restlessness aud uncertainty decidedly unfavorable to their progress in
civilization,

In viow of the pressuro on all sides for the removal of these tribes,
thoincreasing travol across the vegorvation, the expiration of their treaty
bofore they havereached & point where governmont aid can be dlspensed .
with, the expense of maintaining an ageney for so small a number of
Indians, and tho fact that upon the Yakama Reservation a sufficient
quantity of equuily valuable land can he allotted thom, I deem it expe-
dient that the tribes occupying the Ulnatllla Resorvation be removed to
Yaknmu, and that the Iands thus vacated bo sold, the proceeds of such
sale to bo used to dofray the oxponse of the removnl ‘to inake full rolm-

bursement for all improvements relinquished, and fo ‘provide amplo
facilitics for such civilizing work.as will brmg them to self-support.

. THE INDIAN 'I‘EBRITORY

" Tho Indian Territ015 embraces an area‘of 68,000 square miles, overy
faot of which is devoted to Indfan settlement, mul by virtué of the inter-




