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Xn REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,

not only sufficient to absorb their whole year'’s erop, hut also to demand,
in payment for debt, even tho amount left over for seed, IFor this rea-
son traders have been enjoined not to give Indinns eredit, but to let them
pay in cash and products as far as they may go.

These granaries and root houses, which arc necessary to make sure
that the Indians do not part with their sced to satisfy passing wants,
have been completed or are in course of construction for the following
agencies: Cheyenne River, Lower Brul, Orow Creck, Yankton, IFort
Berthold, Sisseton, Blackfeot, Crow, TFlathead, Shoshone, Yukamn,
Talalip, Neah Bay, S'Kokomish, Silotz, Umatilln, Ronnd Valloy, Choy-
enne and Arapaho, Pawneo, Osage, Sac and Fox, Santeo, Omaha, Win-
nebago, Great Nemaha, and White Iiarth.

INDIAN POLICE.

It is about two years since the gencral establishmeat of an Indian police
force, which has proved to be exceedingly benefieial to the service. The
policemen have shown the utmost fidelity to tho government, and, when
necessary, have arrested oven friends and relatives with absolute impar-
tinlity. At -the Pine Ridge Agency, on the 8th of September last, n
rinner was dispatched from the camp of Young-Man-Atrafd-of-his-Torses
to notify the agent of the escape during the night of eloven Cheyennes,
who had taken with them twenty-two head of horses and ponies belong:
ing to the Sioux, Police Captain Sword, with nine of his men, was seut
in pursuit, and the next day overtook the Choyennes—who had twelve
hours the start of the police—on Osage Creok west of the Black Itills,
about 125 miles distant from the agency. Sword and his party imme.
diately surronmded the fugitives and demanded their surrender,  Spotted
Wolf, the leader of the runaways, refused, and threw oft his hlanket,
which among Tndians signifies a ehallenge to mortal combat. I
police immediately opened fire on the party, killing Spotted Wolf.
The romainder then surrendered, and after a two-days march were
brought back to the ngeney, Many other equally notoworfhy instances
of fidelity have oceurred, ard as a whole, where agents have entered
into the spirit of the system, the results have bheen of the best possible
character. .

There is but one drawback, which should be removed by Congress.
T"e pay of policemen which is fixed by Iaw at 85 per month should he
increased to §15. The men enlisted in the police sorvico are usually
heads of families, and $5 per month is the merest pittance. Indinns
engaged in other avocations at the various agencies are paid &15, and
teamsters, with their poniés, often carn $30 per month. - Especinlly at
larger agencies, whero there is considerable police work to be done, the
payment of tho police should be increased as above proposed, At
present considerable dissatisfaction is felt among the Indians on acconnt
of the seanty pay, and agents report great difficulty in keeping a full
quota of suitable men. This should not be the case, as our police system
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is necessary for the maintenance of order and good governmeitt at the
soveral agencios, and is of the highest importance in teaching Iudians
habits of civilized lifo and eventual self-government.

MARRIAGES,

In iy last annual roport I recommended the enactment of a law to
prevent polygamy, which prevails in almost every Indian tribe, and to
provide for legal marriages among Indians, I can do no better than to
repeat that recommendation here: '

An act of Congress should provide whoelesomo and proper nuatlage laws for Indian
tribes,  Tha agent shonld be required to marry all the Indians cohabiting togother
upon tho various reservations, giving them a certificate of such marringo; and after
the beginning of the next year no Indian shonld bo permitted to marry more than one
wife.  Whito men cohabiting with Indian women should be compelled cither to
marry them or to quit the reservation, .

THE PONCAS,

As stated in my last annual report the Poncas were finally settled on
both sides of the Salt Tork near its junction with the Arkansas River,
The location is healthy and the soil fertile. There is everything in the
surroundings of the agency to please the oyo, and it is universally re-
garded as the best location for an Indian agency to be found anywhere
in tho couritry.

T'ho Poncas are now doing well.  Many houses have already been built,
and by the 1st of January next the agent expects to have the whole
tribe comfortably supplied with houses. They have been furnished with
wagons and harness for freighting and farm purposes, and have hauled
their own supplies from Wichita, Xansas. They have beon supplied
with horses and cattlo for stock-raising, and also with agricultural imple-
ments suflicient for all tho members of theiv tribe. A steam sawmill and
a shingle-machine hinve been placed at the agoney, and have been run.
ning continuously since March last, A school-house has been built and
a school has Jbeon in operation for a considerablo portion of the year.
In brief, overy thing possible has been done to promoto their comfort
and civilization.

As reported heretofore, these Indians suffered greatly in health by
thoir romoval to the Indian Territory, but they have now becomo accli-
mated and the health of the tribe has greatly improved.

By the treaty of March 12, 1858 (12 Stat,, 007), the Ponca tribe of
Indians ceded to the United States all the lands then owned or claimed
by them except a tract in what is now the Territory of Dakota, which
was reserved in said treaty as their future home. In consideration of
such secssion the United States stipulated, among other things, “To
protect the Ponecas in the possession of the tract of land reserved for
their future homes and their porsons and property therein during gool
behavior on their part” By the treaty of March 10, 18G5 (14 Stat.,
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the 3d of February 1879 :
A BILL For tho relief of tho Ponca tribo of Indisna {n tho Indian Territory.

Whereas, by the treaty of March 12, 1858, the Ponea Indians ceded to the Untted
States all the land then vwned or elaimed by thom, oxcept a tract in the Te\ ritory of

During the smmmer of 1878 the settlers in Washington Territory were
painfully excited by the restless condition of the Indians in their midst,
owing to the oitbreak of the Snakes and Bannacks in tho ndjomiug
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i 675), certain cessions and oxchanges wero mado by which the area of 2 By the provisions of the above bill it wiil he scen that overything has
il the Ponca reservation was reditced to 96,000 acres, to which diinished i been done for the Poncas, so far as this department can act. Their
{ reservation the pledge of proteotion in the former treaty remained fully i3 lands were ceded to the Sioux by act of Congress, and proper reparation
4 applicable, and was nevor forfoited on the part of said Indians, can only be made by the same authority.
! The following Dbill was presented by the dopartment to Congress on
: g CHIEF MOSES AND IS PEOPLE,
i
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Dakota, bounded as follows, viz: ‘‘Beginning at a point on the Niobramn River and
running duo north so as to intersect the Ponca River 25 miles from its mouth; thence,
froni aaid point of interseetion up and along the Ponca River twonty——miles; thenco
due south to tho Niobrara River, and thence down and along said river to the placeof
beginning”: and in possession of which the United States agrced to protect saldl tribo;
awd,

Whereas, hy the treaty of March 10, 163, certain changes were inado in tho bound.
‘aries of the Ponea Reeervation, as deﬂlwd in the treaty of Mareh 12, 1858, wheroby
thelr 1eservation was reduced to 98,000 acres of land; and,

Wheveas, by the second article of the treaty of April 29, 1863, with-the Stonx nation
of Indians, the lands owned and then ocenplied by the anid Poucas, under thoe provisions
hereinbefore set forth, and on which they had valuable improvements in houses and
cultivated lands, wero without their consent ceded and conveyed by the United States
to said nation of Indians; and,

Whereas provision was mado in the act making appropriations for thoe current and
‘contingent oxpenses of tho Indian Department for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1877, for the removal of the Ponca Indians to the Indian Torritory, which said romoval
has aluce been effected ; and

Whercas said Ponea Imllnns at the time of thelr removal wero obliged to leavo all
of their improvements and other valuable property, consisting of agrioultural imple-
mente, otc,, on their sald reservation in Dakota, and for which they have received no
compensation; and,

Whoreas sald Ponca Indians are now loeated temporarily on certain lands, which
they desire to votain, within the territory west of the 06° ceded by the Chorokeo Na-
tion to the United States by the treaty of July 19, 1866, for the purposo of settling
other Indiaus thercon, but which lunds they have no money to purchase as provided in
sald treaty: Theroforo,

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houss of Representatives of the Unlted States of Amerloa
in Congress assembled, That the Secrotary of tho Interlor be, and he is’ horobv author-
ized and directed to permanently locato the sald Ponea Indians on the tract of land
now occupled by them, embracing in the aggregate 101,894 acres, and to purchase the
same for thelr uso from the Cherokeo Nationj satd purolmso to bo made in accordanco
wwith the provisions of the Chorokee treaty of July 19, 1876.

8t0, 2. That the sum of $140,000 be, and the samo is hereby, nppmptit\tod out of
any moneys now in tho Troasury of the United f;tates not othérwise appropriated, to
bo diaposed of for tho bienefit of sald Ponon Indians ns follows, viz, £82,000, or £ muoh
thereof ag may be necessary, shall bo oxpended by the Sccrotary of t‘)o Interior in
paymndnt for the lands atithorized horefn to be purchased. for the use of the Ponca
tribe of Indians, and the balunco of sald $140,000 remaining aftor the purchase of said
lands shall bo invested in the four por cent. bonds of tho United States and held as &
pormanont investmont for said tribe, the intorest thoroon to bo expended mmunlly for
their benefit in such manner as tho Scoretary of the Interfor may dirsot.

8E0.'3. That the amount appropriated herein shall be in full of all claims by sald
Ponoa tribo of Indians against the United States for the lands and proporty horetofore
owned by them in Dakota Territory. .
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Torritory of Idaho, and organized measures for self-protection against
roving bands were considered necessary. Ohiof Moses and his band,
who at that time wore not on any Iﬂsermtlon, were suspeeted by the
settlers of being in sympathy with the hostilo Indians, and also of hav-
ing been accomplices in the murder of a man and his wife, named Perkins,
who had been killed by a roving band of Columbia River Indians, under
the influence of the notorious **dreamer” Smohallie, In the fall of 1878,
Agent Wilbur was divected to use his best endeavors to induce Moses
and his band to go upon the Yakama Resorvation, Ile accordingly
sont for Moses, who, on the plea that a separate reservation was to be
assigned him, declined to go to Yakama until the dceision of the gov-
ernment in the matter could bo had, He denied all personal knowledgo
of the PPerking murdor, and offered to furnish gunides to assist in the
arrest of the guilty parties, who were thoen located about 40 miles distant
from his camp.

A party of fifteen agenoy Indinns and thirty white volunteers from
Yakama Oity was formed, and it was arranged that Moses and his mon
should have one day’s start of the party in order to make arrangements
for crossing the Columbia River. On arriving with his mon at tho ap-
pointed place ho found that the vohinteors had proceeded to a point
twelve miles bolow, This fact, coupled with réports which had reached
him in the mean time that tho whites had planned to waylay and kill
him on the way home, and that the police and voluntcers intonded to
arrest him and’‘confine him in jail at Yakama, aroused his suspicions,
and he failed to furnish the guides as agreed, and confronted the valun-
teor parby in an apparently hostile attitude with about sixty armed men,
After o parloy, which resulted in both sides withdrawing without col-
lision, Moses roturned to his camp, but thieo days later started with
niue of his mon (as ho states) to join the parity in the capture of the mur-
derors. DBefore roaching them he eneamped for the night, and the vol-
unteers who wero in that vieinity, mistakinj¢ their canip fires for those of
tho murderers, surrounded tho camp and took Moses and his nine men
prisoners. All wore disarmed; five went after the murderers and
arrosted one, the other having knlled himself to avoid arrest, and Moses
and the remaining four men were taken to Yakama Olty and confined
in jeil without any formal examination. A weok lator Agent Wilbur
persuaded tho citizons to allow him to také them in charge, and, under




