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12 REPORTS O} AGENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY.

Tho soclal and mornl condition of these Indians I prosume does not diffor muoch from
that of mos} othér tribes of Indians, and groatest care and pradence in selecting proper
L»ersuua.n‘u enployés muat ho oxercised, so that ]‘iood exatnplo as woll us preceph, iny

¢ given in ordor to nccom})ush the desired resnlts, Every person conneocted with en
agonoy should by a kind of missionary, Thelr daily walk nod convereation should by

80 graduated as'to Jéad theso peoplo upwvard toward a higher social aud moral plane in

tlo scnle ot‘humunilf. . . o

There §a & gradually incroasing deaire for intollectual Jmppavement, and the Jinited
achool fpcllutca are now crowded to thielr utmost capaolty, I can safuly #ay that wero
the bulldings of the fudnsteinl boarding school double thelr present aize, Iwould ‘expo-
sinnce no dificulty fo filling them up i the next 38 days. Tho honotabla 8eerptary of
the Intetlor saw the ncceasity of somo action being taken in this directlon, ahd re-
qiiested Mo to ake plans and estimates for ap  vxteuslon to the industrial-school Lulld-
ing, which plans ond estimates aro now nearly ready, and will Lo spun forwarded for
your jnspection, There §s needed a day schuol for eioh Land, and ouly snch children
ndmitted to tho industrial boarding school ay had made proger advancement in the
band day schools, ‘The farmers of thie different bauds sheuld bave charge of the band
echioo), and such scholars froin the induostrial sohool as hive oblained sufiiclont knowl.

. ed{gu of the English Jauguage and can regd aml writo well, shonld be placed in the baud
schiool as fnterpreters and assistants. Thls plan s feasiblo hero and can o made very
valuable to the Pawnevs wnder proper management,

. Thera 18 one very premiuent oyl existiug here,

tlons, which I am incliued to think has been sad]
fted as often ns they shonld be, aud proper oleanlinesy onforced by the physicinn ' in
charge, I conoider * cleanliness next tu godliness,” and 3 valuable elemont fu the jlan
of civilization, The doctor can aud must Lo & msn of nexve and energy, and should bo
o mai of Inygo practical exporiouce i€ these Iudians nre ever indnced to give up the
trndit!onult“ medicine wau ™ and to rely upun the wedical facilitios furnished by tho
government. .

. A word as to tho conclusion that I have arrived at which I deom reasonnbly correct.
The Paignees aro a willing, tractable, and loypl peopls, and thoy only noed t';om\ ad-
vico and proper encouragement to enablo thom to suon arrive at a point where they
will: pot. bo - ponsloiois on the goverumsut, but slevated aocially, intelegtnnily, and
morally, with good eclionls, gosd farus and farm-houses, good herds of oattle aud hogs,
and wrl'l,,on»,z]je Toad fo pros&eruy‘ and bappiness, .. . . o

The Paynées to-day ale as i{: for farims, for oxc.y; for wagons, hapncas, and ﬁ!ﬂ')‘"li
utenslla, ngk.lnq,ror houses, conking-stover, sud bedyteads, evidences of clviliation, am
are anxloys to feapn (g white mun's ways, iyear whits niah's dla‘!B tzo' ‘to ‘schoul ny
white pooplé do, attond chnroh as whi o-pqq])!a. . ol

a8 w apl to, Juave 0 Pawieo Wiy,
Pawuoece %?udltlgm and customs 3 marrying ‘o,qxinvingw th one wite, and supporting,
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and thab Is proper sanitary roguin-
negleoted, “The cumps a10 nop vis-
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hy thels Jabor, wife pnd ehildien, . They hinve: takon astep fo the right divgotion § thuy

feol that the governiment [;’;hplg" felond 5 that jfa'agont s going to du them g od ; they

vo fow, 300 acres of wheat sown, are cutting timbey for

sro takiog his advice, angd hve How, 300
2ails and logs for Jumber to biilld botses ). haviog farms.surveyed nud scattering ont
{;om thielr mnd bois, and hau lnt‘)}helr own freight 135 miles, willing and soxions to
abor and to become a clviliz rlstian people. . N L

In conoluslon, let mo remark thit I bave taken hold of theso Kgoplo‘to do them goad,
My heatt is with them in sympathy as Indians, aud I hopo to bo sastained by tho de-
purtment in all‘rropor action, I will not deceive thoso poople, and X hopo.not to iy~
appoint. the Indian Bureau, I kuow wy duty, and without four or favor 1 shull
couscltihl:lpusl' ulln;lve to d&l’t. ! vodiont aefvant

ave the houor to be, vory respectfully, your obedient servant, . .. -

, JNO, 0. BMITII,

United States Indian Agont.
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The COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Poxoa Aarxey, INDIAN TERRITORY,
. ‘ Awgust 31, 1879,

8ir: I have tho honor to sudbmit my second annual report of the condition of affairs

at this agenoy. ) . N
- The past year has boen one of inceasipg Inbor for every person conneoted with this
agonoy. At the date of 'my last "3}’0"' a-had just arcived, and- wers commencing
sttlement npon this reservation, The 8ol was virgin,aid a solitary warehonse was
ull there was to ‘mark the march of civilization.: "At that time the Pobcas were very
poor; o faw ponies,somo old wagans and bainoss constituted the whole df thelr pios-
tossfons, . They were nnacclimated ard the fatal malaria so prévalent in this Istitudo
was rapldly dechnating their numbers, and they had becowe discouraged aud dlsheart-
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REPORTS OF AGENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY. 13

oned, and had almost lost foifh in the government which bad brought them Into this
new country \na thoy sald)to'dlo, But pll this bas chavged. Under the magic hand
of toil the wilderuoss Lins i(lvéu [;lawe to the abotlos of men,and if not made to blus-
son) ag tho rose, |a at least in the bud, which will soon bnrp_z‘('urth in all its beauty,

Durlug tho past year muchi haa beon sald fn the piblio press abont the former and
present conditlon of the Poncas; fndeed, more sclentiflo lyﬂui has beon done upon the
suljeob than upon any other whioh hus lntoly been before the American 'pcoplof ac-
cordlig to the paperd tlioy have Leen nercilessly rolibed and cruolties unparnlieled
practiced upon themn, It bas Ueen stated upion the restrum and circulated through
thio prominent jonrnala of the conniry, by an attorney, who has in conrt represented
the Interesta of cortain ronegado members of the tribe, that the Poncas werg, agninst
thelr will and by force of arins, remnoved from their old home In Dakota to the Indinn
Torritory, and were compelledt to abaudon and leave bebind them peraonal ‘)roporty
of the value of $200,000, for which they nover have been remunerated, This state-
ment {8 made olthier in ignornuce of the facts or else prrposely aud mallclonsly fabri-
cated to subserve personal ends, for cortainly thero Is notbing fn the fucts to warrant
such a statement,

"f'ho truo history of the removal and the causes which led tothio romoval of the Pon-
cas aro simply thesot For n great many years prior to their rémoval, tho Poneas lived

- wpon a resorvation in Southenstern Dakota,Letween the-Missonri and tho Niobrara

Rivers, and at tho confluence of these sivers, whils the whole reglon of country north
aud west of them waw yphablted by tho hostile 8loux. The Poncas wore peaceful
in digposition, sud tho Sioux Herce, trencherons, and cruel, Thoy would not let the
Poncas livo In peace, but marlo frequent hoatily fncursions upon them, killing many
of thele pooplo, destroying thelr pm{mny, and running off their stock, For many
vears they lived Iu constaut dread of their aavago neighbora; they never went to the
flold to work without being armed, and ﬁ!roxiu";uqma wore constantly kept out to pro-
vect the workmien, This was so atunoylvg to tho'Ponces that they.potltioned the gov-
Ccrunignt tomove theni‘'out of the rench of the Bioux. e

By the terms of the trenty of 1858, the government agreed *# to protect thio Ponoas
in the jiossession of their lund and their porsons anil propetty thereon,” and when ft
falled to protect, the Ponens presented thelr olalmy for damages and (ho government
had it fo pay, Iy the terme of the supplemontal treaty of 1865, tho government paid
to tha Poiicds as [ndemnity for spolin(lo;}‘ committed upon them by the Biouk, 816,080,
and they ati)l have a Jarge nnsettled cluim ogajnst: tho government, upon the same
uccannt, for dummages done thom subscquént to that time, ‘ ,

By o treaty inado by tho government with the 8ionx in 1868, the Ponoa larids were
ceded to them by mistake, 8o that both tribes olaimed the landj the Poncas had the
oldest atid bess {itle, but tlio 8loitx Lelng so muak atronger, and regarding and {reat-
iug tho Poncas as treapassora, wero fash ‘sending them to tho ' bappy. huntiog.
gronnds,” and thns the question presointed itself to the governinent, the duty of pro-
1ectiog the weak rgn!uat tho,_strong, of anvlnf,luunnn livea; this was paramount to
tho question of title, becayisp cunc«:d‘pg as 1L aid the l’gnga title to bo good, tho govern-
ment ywas unably to profect thom In the peaceablo en r’)‘mpn; of jt, an _.t“lo-‘o‘pl y Just
and Dainane thing it copld do'was to mave them out of tho reach of thofr oppressors,
the government could pay for the spollntlon, bint it coyld not restore the dead tolife.

Whon the tinia came (0 the tribe to Le moved to the ludian Terrifory, they weio
loath to leavo the '~o||ut‘{yjn which théy had passed tholr lives, ptigl-"mq r anceslors

}

and childron were burled’y they reallzed that they were breaking up old associations

_sundering tles 1hat wore yery dear to them, and woro entering upon a new life, whioh

wou)d be chtlrely strange to thum ; and as thiese thoughts crowded tpon their minds,
it tvas porfectly natural that when the order.was given to them to move, thoy shoulil
besitats ; they (id not rofuse; but, Indian-like, they wanted to parley and hold ¢ounceil

_ over the matter, They fully appreciated the faot that it was necossary for thelr own

proteotion that thoy sfiould’'go away, snd so they came,uaid-hearted and regretful of
the canscs which made it uecoasary, They were not renioved by force; no {roops ne-
comp gnied theny., They were not compelled toJeavo bohind them property of the vaiue
of $200,000. Allof theirproperty worth moviog wasbrought away; a few old bedsteads
and cook:stoves wero fefs behiid, but all tho properte thoy loft was not worth 300,
and wonld not el in any place ju the world for half that suw, aud for that they Lave
beon remuneraled a thousand-fold, They bave bren given a body of land here, greater
in oxtont than their old rezervation, and compotentdudgcs,who are well acquainted
with the relative value of both Lodies of laud,say thiat one acre of the now reserva-
tion ia worth more than five acres of tho old, R

The Poncas number at this tima on the resorvation, 530 peoplo. 8ixty-six persons
ran oft from the resorvation during the year aud ave now scattured among the north.
ern agencies. There bavo died during the year 26 persous; 18 births have occurred in
the same perlod. '

The agenocy bulldings consist of tho agent's realdonce, a very comfortable aud com-
modions frame house two storics bigh, containing elglt rooms, besides pantry, closots,
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4 REPORTS OF AGENTS IN INDIAN TERRITORY,

and cellar, 8ix horises for cm‘wloy&, bnils of fragio, and containing fonr'rooms eaoh §
n commissary building, contalning. office, 24 Ly 70 fect; a good sul:stantinl fidine
school hotise, 28 by 60 ?ee‘j a carpenter shop, blacksmith-shop, coal-house, tonl-house,
jce-house} a dintng-hall for school chlldreny n goul dteam saw-mill and shingle-ma-
chine, , All of thisg billdings havo boen copstructed during the lnsy year, and the
prlhelfinl portion of thélumber has been produced heto. ) .

Besides the agenoy biifldings enumerated above; 1 have Lnllt over 70 houses for tho
Indiang to live in, n,mujorlty of which ato of hewed logs, which wero cut, howed, and
Iaid in Elnce by the . Indians, who were pafd for their Jabor. Carpenteis thon com-
ploted the houses by putting in‘doors, windows, laying floors, and puttiv, on'roofs,

There were purchased and issued to the Indians during the yent, in addition to thelr
anunity goods and snprlles. 150 cows with calves; 23 yoke ol oxien ¢ 40 wagons 40
sets of donbie harness; 12 brenking-plows; 60 stirring-plows 25 doub'le-shovul plows;
12 dozen hoes; 6 dozen axes, shovols, spmfw, aund mechanical tovls,

FARMING,

" We broko during the year ahont 350 acros of prairia and shonld have broken much
more; hut so littlo rain has fallon this svason that it bocamo su dry I was cowpolled to
atop tho breaking-teaws, . S . .

I havo ns an agenoy farm over 100 acres, sitrroninded by a food post and wire fenco.
All Lut about 10 neres of thia was planted in com‘ tho romalning 10 nores was broken
with_speolal care, and subsolled } this I plantod la potatoss, beaus, pease, pumpkins,
radishes, &o., expeoting to vaiss sged for next year, bt n1o rain of any conssquonce has
fallen siuca. planting, aud the whole orop hns thorefore entirely fuiled,

The Indiaus planted in corn and, Vﬂﬁf‘ﬂblﬁﬂ all the laud I was able to break for them
and were eagor for more, They oxhibited a %eu& deal of Intercat in thelr orops, an
-solioitudo for the fato of the Jusclous
watermelon, tho fragrant wuskmwelon, and the deliclous Tonsting ears. 1nt the roin
which goeth arpund tho just and the nn,‘nst, the red man as well as the white man, lefe
thci; crops to dry up aud wither, This, of courae, has digcouraged the Indians very
much, . . . . .

I have cut and atacked with the labor of the agonoy employés about 150 tous of ex-
ce)lént hai’ ‘and the Indiats hiave put up nearly as mitoh more. .

The Int {unu take ﬁreat futerest fn their cows and calves, and many of thom aro
ralsivg bogs ani chiokens, I having been strenuously urging thom to sell their snr-
plas poniea and invest the proceeds lu cattle, but thus far with poor success, as an In-
dian values his pony above all his othor possessions, and itis hisonly staudard of wealth,

8CHOOL,

- We have a dny-school {n succéssfnl operation, iwith an avérago attondanco of about
60. Many more would atteud, who are fiow provetited by yopson of thoir Yiving so re-
niote from the agonoy, I have n dhiing-hall, wliere the ohildtewuro ﬁivan a plati sub-
stantial lunch at noon. : Withont thia valuable adjuuct to' tho school, I fear the daily
attendance would be much smaller. Wi{th the children 1 And that the prospect of got-
ting a good dinner {sa wonderful iucentive and stimulant to their esire for kuowledge,

NEZ PERCES.

On the 14th day of June, 1879, Special Agent J. 3. Haworth arrlved here with Chief
JokepN's band of Nes Percés, and turned them over to my chargo. .
The Nez Percé Resetvadmx 1s northwest of the Poncus, and the greator portion of
thelr Jend fs west of tho Shikarkia, apd north of the 8alt Fork River, - It 1aa very
ood boily of laud, tolerably woll supplisd with tirber aud water, but in no respeot 1s
t e?lm\l tothe Ponca Regervation. . B S 5
The majority of the Indians aro at present living on tho west bank of the Shikaskia
Rivor, about two miles from where it empties into the 8alt Fork., The loontion, I
think, is a healthy one, and the Indians ave as healthy.as coyld be expected, There
is this fact about the Nez "Porcés, whioh, perhaps, is hardly ever coneidered, viz, thaw
moat of the yonng able-bodied nien and yoren were eugn‘{;ed fu. tholr Jate war with
the governmont, and many of them svere killed and wounded, and a )nr{w proportion
of the Nez Percda brought to the Indlan Ternitory were old peopls and ohildren, which
accounts in @ great measure for the many denths which have govurpest among thom.
have_ aleo obeorved both among the Noz Percés aud Poncas, who éawe from northern
olitnntes, that lung diseases aro vory rl{evalent-. 1 think that seven Judlans ont of overy
ten have their lungs diseased so badly that they could notliveé longin any olimate, snd -
whilo I do pot desire to depreciate thy foarful ravages mads by malaria on northern
Indians in the Indian Terrltory, yot I glve it as my oplulon, whioh I bolteve will be




